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Position Statement of
Indigenous Peoples
on Emission Reduction
Program of Nepal

November 2016

eiterating the fact that Nepal has ratified
the International Labor Organization
(ILO)ConventionNo.169,the Convention
on Biological Diversity (CBD) and voted
for the United Nations Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP),

Reminding the fact that the Cancun Agreement
on REDD+ Safeguards (2010) and the Climate
Change Paris Agreement recognize Indigenous
Peoples’ rights,

Demanding that, as we, the Indigenous Peoples
have an intrinsic relationship with the Nature,
our rights over natural resources, including our
lands and territories be recognized and that our
rights to self-determination including the Free
Prior Informed Consent (FPIC) procedure be
ensured,

The Nepal Federation of Indigenous Nationalities
(NEFIN) on behalf of the Indigenous Peoples of
Nepal declares the following points as a minimal
position of the Indigenous Peoples of Nepal with
regard to Emission Reduction Program Document
(ERPD) and Emission Reduction Program (ERP)
implementation.
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10.

11.

12.

The UNDRIP, ILO C 169, FPIC, CBD
8(J), the Cancun Agreement on REDD+
Safeguards, the Climate Change Paris
Agreement and other relevant international
instruments related to Indigenous Peoples’
rights should be implemented as minimum
standards of ERPD and ERP.

The Indigenous Peoples should be
recognized and established as the rights
holders, not merely as the stakeholders in
the ERP.

The Indigenous Peoples’ rights to land,
territories and natural resources inter alia
forests, water, and timber and non-timber
forest products should be ensured.

The customary laws and practices,
indigenous  knowledge,  skills  and
technology, and tangible and intangible
cultural heritages of the Indigenous
Peoples should be recognized, respected,
promoted and fulfilled.

It should be ensured that there are no
negative impacts of ERP on the Indigenous
Peoples’ traditions and culture, life style,
livelihood practices, and cosmo-vision.

Proportional and effective participation
of the Indigenous Peoples through their
collective and institutional representation
in all institutional structures and through
their recruitment, at all phases and levels,
including at the national, provincial and
local levels, should be ensured.

Proportional  representation of the
indigenous women should be ensured.

Indigenous Peoples experts should be
actively engaged at all levels and phases
of the ERP.

Awareness raising and capacity building
of the Indigenous Peoples about ERP and
REDD+ should be carried out.

It should ensure voluntary isolation of
Indigenous Peoples and that the ERP
strictly does not relocate and resettle the
Indigenous Peoples without obtaining their
FPIC.

Distribution of non-carbon benefits must
prioritize the Indigenous Peoples as they
contribute the most to the management
and protection of the forest.

Equitable, transparent and coherent benefit
sharing of both carbon benefits and non-
carbon benefits should be ensured.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

Relevant documents and information must
be made accessible to and be provided to
the Indigenous Peoples in their respective
mother tongues in a manner and through
a medium that are indigenous peoples-
friendly.

Feedback grievances redress mechanism
and the mechanism for ensuring the
Indigenous Peoples’ rights must be put in
place.

Forests, territories and pasturelands that
have been traditionally managed, used and
protected by the Indigenous Peoples must
not be converted into a community forest, a
collaborative forest or a government forest.

In case any forest of the Indigenous Peoples
is already converted into a community
forest, or a leasehold forest or any form
of government forest, that forest must
be handed over back to the Indigenous
Peoples.

The culture, the world-view and the need
of the Indigenous Peoples should be taken
into account while introducing support to
livelihood options.

Necessary arrangements should be made
to ensure the protection of intellectual
property rights of the Indigenous Peoples
andthe occupations andlivelihood practices
based on the indigenous knowledge and
skills should be promoted.

While introducing alternative sources
of energy, the need of the Indigenous
Peoples should be properly identified and
consensus with them should be reached.

The ERP must not restrict the collection
and consumption of forest products that
have cultural and spiritual values for the
Indigenous Peoples.

Traditional life styles and livelihoods of the
Indigenous Peoples must not be restricted
in the name of forest conservation and
REDD+.

It should be ensured that there is no
destruction of crops and harm against
human life from the wild life of protected
forests.

Incrimination and militarization against
the Indigenous Peoples for their act of
harvesting culturally and socially needed
forest products from protected areas,
forests and national parks must not occur.
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T I I FaRAYT I FRN[ I,

GH%?FH R e Ivgfg

(Awareness Raising and Capacity Building)

o Jfiall SEeNfa wYerW wRfud favwger 9
Ifhew, fagews w4 T8 (g ¥ wFE) &. 1
Icqred X e T,

o INITRN TGN RIS ARFEEGS URIETITIeang
‘On-the job- training’ ¥&™ M,

o IfeaRN wHenfa g w=fyd o, q
q=Idl, 9, WU TheHId X FAUaSHIB
39 USR] UGTHA SN T I I UGTHATEH
JERT MR T4 Y& T 3985 ARhewols BIAghd
U T,

o TITRIGH R &I SAAYfEHT I AIfesHes woare &l
ASTEE BUS AP I QDG PRIHATEA
HEAT T,

o fYPIZ MEFYSH T FHI-THIH IJABIDT FHUID]
QINEGEDINIES

gere eed (Governance Strengthening)

o AN TG X U6 WREGREE AR T,

o Tg@ M 3 gEAawel Ui, SRR,
AaGie ggars ¥ 9Ne sl fafhd T,
Ay Senfas g os wREEas SRR
g sIfgfgaT oI | am T,

o  JHIHH ERT T T A YOS B 7T,

o JINIARN SASIIDI IRFRTI SIS AREVT ¥ Faeelu
(Ramg, o1, ex, ) o) wondiers weanT I,

g9 &5 IMeNRd SeMfRIed

(Promoting Forest Sector Entrepreneurship)

o INfITRN SIS G, TRFRT, T, Y, FSHA
IAEA T ORISRV T HEANT T,

o TRFE WM ¥ FqAIRGIGRUIGIE AN T,

a3 I HRIHAS TUTGD] THYOT el Soricrd!

s wffoe wRen e snfdarft Siofa
HERIE (M) WPl deae IfER T,

TUGHT Ul SMfAaR  SHefdeedl  Ud  AE

ARGT R AUTG Sfaardl St
qereE (AfA)®1 R=ERT I wdd gwd TuiedT
TR SASIEwD] FAGH! g I FHaGd IS

pfcT JmenRd wied (Nature Based Tourism)
o ARl SEfUdl H¥Rpid ¥ THREEsls W I
qEEA T,
o gl SOl sWoel, o g, Eia <
PTEDS &0 X TG T FgAN T,
o Ticd YagAdl @I Afeal SHed  AYERIs
Afe gaeR < gl wrg T\ T,
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(FIP) and Dedicated Grant
Mechanism, 2017

August 2017

Giving serious attention to the discussions and decision of the
National Consultation Workshop on Forest Investment Program and
Dedicated Grant Mechanism held by Nepal Federation of Indigenous
Nationalities (NEFIN), on August 28-29, 2017,

Recalling and drawing attention to the rights of indigenous peoples as
enshrined in United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples (UNDRIP)-2007, International Labor Organization (ILO)
Convention No. 169, Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), and
the decisions in relation to indigenous peoples under United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), including the
Paris Agreement,

The indigenous peoples of Nepal put forth their recommendations
regarding any processes and activities of Forest Investment Program
and Dedicated Grant Mechanism in Nepal, as follows.

1. All FIP and DGM activities in Nepal should, as minimum
standards, adopt and implement indigenous peoples' rights-
related national and international legal provisions and
obligations as stated, particularly in UNDRIP, ILO C 169, CBD
8 (j), UNFCCC decisions, including the Paris Agreement.

2. Indigenous peoples should be recognized and treated as a
right holder rather than merely as a stakeholder.

3. Indigenous peoples' rights over natural resources including
forests, lands, water and their territories should be
guaranteed.

4.  Access to and, full and effective participation of indigenous
peoples in all FIP and DGM processes and mechanisms should
be ensured, acknowledging the fact that they have




10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

symbiotic and multi-dimensional relationships with
natural resources.

Customary laws and institutions of indigenous
peoples should be recognized, and measures
should be put in place to ensure that FIP and
DGM do not adversely affect culture, livelihood,
knowledge, arts, skills and technology of indigenous
peoples.

Religious and cultural heritages, including tangible
and intangible ones, of indigenous peoples should
be recognized and no FIP and DGM activities should
adversely affect these cultural heritages.

It should be guaranteed that no FIP and DGM
activities have negative implications for customary
land tenure, livelihood and ancestral territories of
indigenous peoples.

No forests and lands that have been customarily
managed, used and owned by indigenous peoples
should be converted to government forest or put
under any other forestry regimes.

FIP and DGM activities should not, in any way, lead to
indigenous peoples being restricted in using forests
and pasturelands that they have been customarily
managing for generations, and also they should
not restrict a free access of indigenous peoples to
collect timber and non-timber forest products for their
livelihood and for fulfilling their religious, cultural and
spiritual needs.

Free, priorandinformed consent (FPIC) ofindigenous
peoples should mandatorily be obtained prior to
implementation of any FIP and DGM activities.
Concerns of indigenous women and youth should be
addressed and their full and effective participation
should be ensured prior to implementation of FIP
and DGM.

All FIP and DGM-related information and documents
should be easily available to indigenous peoples in
their respective native languages through indigenous
peoples-friendly mediums in a timely manner.

Full, effective and proportional participation of
indigenous peoples through their representative
organization at all decision making phases and
institutional levels of FIP and DGM should be
confirmed.

Intellectual properties of indigenous peoples should
be protected and enterprises based on their traditional
knowledge, art and skills should be promoted and be
linked with market by FIP and DGM.

Capacity of indigenous peoples on technical and
other aspects of FIP and DGM should be built and
indigenous experts, as recommended by NEFIN and
NIWF, should be included in all phases of FIP and
DGM activities.

During implementation of FIP and DGM activities,
it should be ensured that there is no militarization,
criminalization, violence, torture or any form of
human rights violation against indigenous peoples
while they enter protected areas, forests and national
parks for fulfilling their social and cultural need.
Necessary mechanisms should be put in place to
address human rights violation, redress grievances
and resolve disputes.

The DGM processes in Nepal should respect the
fact that NEFIN is the one and only representative
umbrella organization of all indigenous peoples of
Nepal.

16.

17.

By its mandate and responsibility given by all
Indigenous Peoples Organizations of Nepal, NEFIN
should be the organization to represent, lead and
coordinate among indigenous peoples of Nepal vis
a vis FIP and DGM.

All national and international actors and government
agencies should contact and coordinate with NEFIN,
about any matter related to indigenous peoples
of the country, to respect and gain legitimacy of
representation of indigenous peoples of the country.

Some recommended activities
Knowledge Management

Conduct academic research about natural resources-
related knowledge, skills, norms and values of
indigenous peoples

Document natural resources-related knowledge, skills,
norms and values of indigenous peoples

Establish a resource center for research and study of
indigenous peoples and to build synergies of modern
science and knowledge of indigenous peoples
Support indigenous think-tank

Manage and disseminate information

Awareness Raising and Capacity Building

Produce and train indigenous resource persons and
experts on indigenous knowledge, skills, culture and
value system and communities at national, provincial
and local levels

Provide on-the-job training to indigenous peoples
Develop curriculums for both academic and non-
academic courses about knowledge, skills, traditional
practices, value system of indigenous peoples and
award scholarships

Support short-term and long-term awareness raising
and capacity building programs

Support exposure visit for sharing good practices/
lessons learnt

Good Governance

Build partnership between the Nepal government and
indigenous peoples

Conduct trainings, interactions, discussions, seminars,
workshops about leadership development and good
governance

Conduct public hearing and social audit regularly
Support representative organizations of indigenous
peoples for institutional capacity building
Implementcommunity based monitoring and information
system

Support traditional water conservation and irrigation
management (including construction of irrigation
canals, ponds etc)

Promotion of forestry sector entrepreneurship

Support production and marketing of indigenous
products, crafts, artworks, knowledge and skills
Support herb and aromatic plats processing and assist
in commercialization of those products

Eco-cultural Tourism

Preserve and promote cultural heritages of indigenous
peoples

Preserve handicraft, folklore, folk music of indigenous
peoples

Support indigenous communities in infrastructure and
technology development for promotion of tourism
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Nepal Federation of Indigenous Nationalities (NEFIN)

May 2, 2020, Kathmandu

ased on the outcomes of
the three-day consultation
workshop with indigenous
peoples’ representatives
(including those from NEFIN district
coordination councils from the 20
project coverage districts!) organized by
the NEFIN Climate Change Partnership
Program in Pokhara, on February 18-20,
2020, and also having studied the project
proposal, NEFIN makes following
recommendations to the IUCN and the
concerned agencies of the Government
of Nepal:

1. Indigenous
not properly

peoples
involved

were
in the

project proposal development
process, their concerns remain
unaddressed; they were not
sufficiently consulted and were not
provided adequate information
about the project; and as such,
appropriate remedial measures
should be taken to this end;

Free, Prior and Informed Consent
(FPIC) should be mandatorily
applied while dealing with
matters directly and indirectly
related to indigenous peoples, and
therefore FPIC should be strictly
implemented in this project
as well, as the project impacts
indigenous peoples;

1. Proposed project coverage districts: Baglung, Myagdi, Parbat, Syangja, Mustang, Manang, Lamjung,
Gorkha, Rasuwa, Nuwakot, Chitwan, Nawalparasi, Nawalpur, Kaski, Tanahu, Dhading, Makawanpur,

Arghakhanchi, Gulmi, Palpa.




10.

The proposed project area is inhabited by
indigenous peoples, among others (more
than 40% - the largest of all ethnic groups/
communities populating that area-as mentioned
in the project document). However, there is
no Indigenous Peoples Plan (IPP) and no IPP
Framework included in the proposal. The
project proposal should have the provision of
an IPP/IPPF with dedicated budget and should
document the evidences of FPIC obtained from
indigenous peoples of the project area;

Despite the fact that indigenous peoples
constitute a large size of the population in
project area, the proposal does not have any
particular activities targeted to indigenous
peoples, and as such, there should also be
activities dedicated to indigenous peoples that
address their unique needs;

While developing a project to be implemented
in are as inhabited by indigenous peoples, the
indigenous peoples should get to identify their
own needs and project priorities based on their
distinct life ways, which did not happen in
this case and therefore this matter needs to be
addressed;

The proposed project seems to jeopardize the
indigenous peoples’ knowledge, skills, arts,
occupations, traditional norms and values,
culture and worldviews. Measures should be
taken to eliminate the danger, and also the
project model should embody the knowledge
skills, arts, occupation, culture, traditional
norms and values of indigenous peoples;
Knowledge, skill, crafts etc. of indigenous
peoples should also be incorporated into
the project components/entrepreneurship
component of the project;

Project activities targeted to take place
interiorise of indigenous peoples (as indicated
above that almost 50% of the population in the
project area are indigenous peoples) should
be designed and developed in such a way that
promotes, protects and safeguards the rights
and life ways of the indigenous peoples but not
impact their lifeways negatively;

Prior to the development of the proposal,
there should be data collected on the climate
change vulnerability of indigenous peoples
and heritages in the project area, thereby
emphasizing on seeking solutions to such
climate change risks;

Priortothe development of the project/proposal,
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) should
be conducted. While doing so, indigenous

peoples-friendly and -specific research tools and
techniques should be employed to study and
collect information on the distinct contexts of
indigenous peoples;

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Under the project, there should also be a
program component for capacity building of the
indigenous peoples;

The project should have dedicated training,
meetings, consultations and awareness raising
programs with and/ for indigenous peoples;
The project should also cover traditional
knowledge and skills of the indigenous women;
Respecting indigenous women’s distinct concerns
and issues, there presentation and meaningful
participation of indigenous women at all stages
and levels of the project should be ensured;
Issues of indigenous women should be dealt
with separately (not as a whole done when
treating issues of women, in general);

Full and effective participation of indigenous
peoples’ representative organizations at all stages
(planning, implementation, and monitoring and
evaluation) and at all levels (from central to local)
of the project should be ensured;

The project proponents, the Accredited Entity,
the National Designated Authority and the
Implementing Entities should coordinate
and collaborate with the representative
organization of indigenous peoples also during
the implementation phase;

Coordination and consultation should be
carried out with and/ through the indigenous
peoples’ representative organization making
sure that the consultations qualify the
credibility of collective representation and deal
with collective matters of indigenous peoples;
Indigenous peoples should be consulted prior
to setting up any institutional architecture,
governance mechanism and grievance redress
mechanism of the project;

The project should have appropriate governance
structure, institutional arrangement and a
modality for indigenous peoples and their
representative organization toableto participate
at all levels and phases effectively;

While developing and implementing the
project proposal/project, various national and
international laws, conventions, protocols,
declarations and policies related to indigenous
peoples, including International Labour
Organization (ILO) Convention No 169, the
United Nations Declaration on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) and GCF
Indigenous Policy as well as Paris Agreement
and other decisions under United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) should be fully complied with. GCF
Indigenous Peoples Policy provides much as
to addressing issues and rights of indigenous
peoples; however, its application in this proposal

is dismal.
THANK YOU
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