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Conservation of Nature's proposal
titled Improving Climate Resilience
of Vuinerable GCommunities and
Ecosystems in the Gandaki River
Basin, Nepal to be submitted to the

Nepal Federation of Indigenous Nationalities (NEFIN)

May 2, 2020, Kathmandu

ased on the outcomes of

the three-day consultation
workshop with indigenous
peoples’ representatives

(including those from NEFIN district
coordination councils from the 20
project coverage districts!) organized by
the NEFIN Climate Change Partnership
Program in Pokhara, on February 18-20,
2020, and also having studied the project
proposal, NEFIN makes following
recommendations to the IUCN and the
concerned agencies of the Government
of Nepal:

peoples
involved

1. Indigenous
not properly

were
in the

project proposal development
process, their concerns remain
unaddressed; they were not
sufficiently consulted and were not
provided adequate information
about the project; and as such,
appropriate remedial measures
should be taken to this end;

Free, Prior and Informed Consent
(FPIC) should be mandatorily
applied while dealing with
matters directly and indirectly
related to indigenous peoples, and
therefore FPIC should be strictly
implemented in this project
as well, as the project impacts
indigenous peoples;

1. Proposed project coverage districts: Baglung, Myagdi, Parbat, Syangja, Mustang, Manang, Lamjung,
Gorkha, Rasuwa, Nuwakot, Chitwan, Nawalparasi, Nawalpur, Kaski, Tanahu, Dhading, Makawanpur,

Arghakhanchi, Gulmi, Palpa.




10.

The proposed project area is inhabited by
indigenous peoples, among others (more
than 40% - the largest of all ethnic groups/
communities populating that area-as mentioned
in the project document). However, there is
no Indigenous Peoples Plan (IPP) and no IPP
Framework included in the proposal. The
project proposal should have the provision of
an IPP/IPPF with dedicated budget and should
document the evidences of FPIC obtained from
indigenous peoples of the project area;

Despite the fact that indigenous peoples
constitute a large size of the population in
project area, the proposal does not have any
particular activities targeted to indigenous
peoples, and as such, there should also be
activities dedicated to indigenous peoples that
address their unique needs;

While developing a project to be implemented
in are as inhabited by indigenous peoples, the
indigenous peoples should get to identify their
own needs and project priorities based on their
distinct life ways, which did not happen in
this case and therefore this matter needs to be
addressed,;

The proposed project seems to jeopardize the
indigenous peoples’ knowledge, skills, arts,
occupations, traditional norms and values,
culture and worldviews. Measures should be
taken to eliminate the danger, and also the
project model should embody the knowledge
skills, arts, occupation, culture, traditional
norms and values of indigenous peoples;
Knowledge, skill, crafts etc. of indigenous
peoples should also be incorporated into
the project components/entrepreneurship
component of the project;

Project activities targeted to take place
interiorise of indigenous peoples (as indicated
above that almost 50% of the population in the
project area are indigenous peoples) should
be designed and developed in such a way that
promotes, protects and safeguards the rights
and life ways of the indigenous peoples but not
impact their lifeways negatively;

Prior to the development of the proposal,
there should be data collected on the climate
change vulnerability of indigenous peoples
and heritages in the project area, thereby
emphasizing on seeking solutions to such
climate change risks;

Priortothe development of the project/proposal,
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) should
be conducted. While doing so, indigenous

peoples-friendly and -specific research tools and
techniques should be employed to study and
collect information on the distinct contexts of
indigenous peoples;

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Under the project, there should also be a
program component for capacity building of the
indigenous peoples;

The project should have dedicated training,
meetings, consultations and awareness raising
programs with and/ for indigenous peoples;
The project should also cover traditional
knowledge and skills of the indigenous women;
Respecting indigenous women’s distinct concerns
and issues, there presentation and meaningful
participation of indigenous women at all stages
and levels of the project should be ensured;
Issues of indigenous women should be dealt
with separately (not as a whole done when
treating issues of women, in general);

Full and effective participation of indigenous
peoples’ representative organizations at all stages
(planning, implementation, and monitoring and
evaluation) and at all levels (from central to local)
of the project should be ensured;

The project proponents, the Accredited Entity,
the National Designated Authority and the
Implementing Entities should coordinate
and collaborate with the representative
organization of indigenous peoples also during
the implementation phase;

Coordination and consultation should be
carried out with and/ through the indigenous
peoples’ representative organization making
sure that the consultations qualify the
credibility of collective representation and deal
with collective matters of indigenous peoples;
Indigenous peoples should be consulted prior
to setting up any institutional architecture,
governance mechanism and grievance redress
mechanism of the project;

The project should have appropriate governance
structure, institutional arrangement and a
modality for indigenous peoples and their
representative organization toableto participate
at all levels and phases effectively;

While developing and implementing the
project proposal/project, various national and
international laws, conventions, protocols,
declarations and policies related to indigenous
peoples, including International Labour
Organization (ILO) Convention No 169, the
United Nations Declaration on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) and GCF
Indigenous Policy as well as Paris Agreement
and other decisions under United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) should be fully complied with. GCF
Indigenous Peoples Policy provides much as
to addressing issues and rights of indigenous
peoples; however, its application in this proposal

is dismal.
THANK YOU




